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The St. Mary’s River has many moods. This
photo shows Silver’s Pool in March 2005 as the
ice is taken down the river by floodwater.

Fields flooded, drowning field mice and attract-
ing six hungry immature eagles in Stillwater.

Their soaked neck feathers made them look like
wild turkeys, creating a spectacle that grabbed
the attention of passing motorists on Highway 7.
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species as well as a rich community re-
source.

Our vision is “Health for the river, the At-
lantic salmon, and our community.”.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Your river association has existed as a
recognized organization for now over
twenty-five years. The St. Mary’s and
other rivers of eastern Canada have un-
dergone significant changes since 1979.
Annual runs of Atlantic salmon have
generally diminished and in some cases
disappeared. Impacts from acid rain,
farming and forestry practices, land de-
velopment, high seas fishery and global
climate change have all contributed to
great changes to our watersheds.

The St. Mary’s River Association has
recognized this for a long time and has
worked to try to mitigate these impacts.
The strategic plan adopted by the Asso-
ciation in 2002 restated:

Our Vision
Health for the River, the Atlantic Salmon
and our Community.

Our Mission

The St. Mary’s River Association is a
charitable, nonprofit organization provid-
ing leadership and engaging partners to
enhance, protect and promote the St.
Mary’s River as a healthy ecosystem for
Atlantic Salmon and other native ani-
mals and plant species, as well as a rich
community resource.

That is the statement of a large job - a
job the SMRA feels is extremely impor-
tant for our community and river. The
communities of the watershed for the
most part developed because of the
river and have continued to exist be-
cause of what the watershed provides.
The river gives identity to the commu-
nity. It is too important to not make it
and keep it as healthy and sustainable
as it can be. To that end, your board
has decided to pursue a course which
will move the Association to a new level
of involvement in the health of the river.

The St. Mary’s Watershed Project con-
cept is being developed by a committee
from the membership and board, com-
prised of Dale Archibald, Bill Carpan,
Brenda Carpan, Florence Duffy, Bob
Bancroft and John Cameron, with the
assistance of Sean Mitchell, aquatic
ecologist of Antigonish. An overview of
the plan is as follows.

General Objective:

To assess the current state of environ-
mental conditions within the St. Mary's
River watershed, and from this develop

and initiate a comprehensive manage-
ment plan reflecting the wishes and
needs of the local communities, within
the context of a rapidly changing envi-
ronment due to anticipated climate
change.

The underlying philosophy to this objec-
tive is comprised of four pillars:

1. Climate change is the most sig-
nificant factor affecting future
environmental conditions in
Nova Scotia. It is occurring
and there are foreseeable gen-
eral conditions to be brought
about by it. To maintain the
expectations/requirements of
society, and to also maintain
many temperature-sensitive
fish and wildlife species, re-
quires explicitly incorporating
climate change into manage-
ment plans.

2. The local communities and
residents must be included to
the maximum extent possible in
developing a management
plan, and specifically in defining
goals, objectives, strategies
and indicators of the plan.
Within this philosophy is also
the explicit requirement to in-
corporate expertise from aca-
demia (e.g., St. Francis Xavier
University) and government
agencies within the plan.

3. A comprehensive plan should
be developed at multiple spatial
scales (i.e., incorporating the
whole watershed; individual
branches; individual tributaries;
specific sites of issue/concern)
and must be long-term (50+
years) in extent.

4. The Integrated Resource Man-
agement (IRM) model - requir-
ing a great deal of public par-
ticipation and communication
between agencies and parties -
is the best presently available
process for managing systems
as complex and variable as
landscapes and ecosystems.

To meet the stated General Objective, a
program of four parts is envisioned.

PART 1: ("Where we are")

Compilation and critical review/analysis
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of all existing information and mapping of
current conditions

PART 2: ("Where we should be going")

Comprehensive public survey and devel-
opment of an interim watershed manage-
ment plan

PART 3: ("How we are going to get
there")

Collaboration with external researchers
and applied stream/river ecological re-
search.

PART 4: (“The Plan’)

Development of comprehensive water-
shed management plan.

Building on the outline above, a stream-
lined proposal package is currently being
finalized. It will be used to elicit interest
and request support from the community,
interest groups, government agencies,
academic agencies and funding sources.
This package should be finalized by the
end of May. An important first step in
support for the project was a $25,000 US
a year commitment for three years of
funding from Strachan Donnelley of the
Center for Humans and Nature in New
York. Strachan became interested in the
St. Mary’s River through his love of fish-
ing and appreciation of nature. He has
agreed to serve on the board as an Hon-
orary Director. Strachan’s advice for us
in dealing with the challenges posed by
land development and climate change
will be invaluable. This is a very impor-
tant initiative for our watershed and will
help us understand how to best manage
it to ensure its long term sustainability.

Although the Watershed Project has
been a focus for the board, we still man-
aged numerous accomplishments for the

St. Mary’s over the past year. Some of
these were:
- 25t anniversary celebration,

including: bird walk with Hardy
Eshbaugh and George Archi-
bald, river tours, river punt dis-
play, turtle talks with Mark Pul-
sifer and Jody MacEachern,
kids’ fishing derby and banquet
with guest speaker George
Archibald and silent auction at-
tended by more than 100 sup-
porters, with MC Terry Macin-
tyre. A great way to start our
next 25 years.

- Co-hosted with St. Francis Xa-
vier University a roundtable with
approximately 35 participants to
kick off the Watershed Project.

- Completed the final section of
the Bank Stabilization project at
Silver’s Pool.

- Conducted a study of smolt
densities with two smolt wheels
located at Silver’'s and Glenelg
bridges. Allan MacDonald led
this hard-working team and will
be undertaking the same this
year. They can use more help
and will welcome all volunteers.
Call the Centre for information.

- Supported the turtle project
again with administrative sup-
port, display space and field
support.

- Operated the Interpretive and
Educational Centre for another
summer season to increased
traffic.

- Conducted a scientific kelt fish-
ery from April 1 to May 15 to
sample kelts in the river. An-
gled kelts were measured, had
scale samples taken and were
examined for previous markings
(punched caudal fins). A similar
project is underway this year.

- A hook and release fishery was
permitted from June 1 to July
15. Association members who
participated in this fishery also
measured and caudal fin-
punched angled fish with kits
provided by SMRA and DFO. A
similar season is being negoti-
ated for 2005.

All in all, it was a very full year for your
SMRA and | would like to thank all who
supported us. We do need lots of help
and would welcome some new workers.

In closing, | would like to ask you to take
a moment to remember two gentlemen
who have meant a lot to the St. Mary’s
community and the SMRA. Sandy Cam-
eron, as a past board member, was al-
ways a loyal supporter and a untiring
promoter of the St. Mary’s area. Norman
Sinclair, a longtime member and pres-
ence on the St. Mary’s, helped us in
starting our museum. Beyond financial
support, he provided us with the “Babe

Ruth” collection. In fact, as a youth, Nor-
man snapped the photo of Babe in front
of the Sinclair Camp at the Ford Pool.
Sandy and Norman, we keep you in our
thoughts any day we are lucky enough to
be on the St. Mary’s.

- A\ANE

Dale Archibald
President, SMRA

NOTICE TO
MEMBERS
Annual Meeting

The annual general meeting of the St.
Mary’s River Association will be held on
Sunday, May 29th, 2005, 2 pm, at the
Association’s Education & Interpretive
Center, 8404 Hwy 7, Sherbrooke, NS.

Items on the agenda are:

Guest Speaker—Jim Gourlay
Annual Reports

Financial Report

Review of Past Year

Election of Officers & Directors
Plans for the coming year

All paid up members are eligible to
vote at the meeting. Memberships will
be available for those wishing to join
the association.

- Dale Archibald, President

9718 Hwy 7,
RR 2 Aspen

Stillwater NS
BOH 1EOQ

(902) 522-2840

>1ver
M@gi

River.magic@ns.sympatico.ca
Contact Brenda or Bill Carpan

NOW IN STILLWATER!
Custom tied fishing flies,

supplies for fly fishing,
fly tying, and rod building.
- by appointment, please.
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The Pink Mystery
By Bill Carpan

Tying Specifications:

Thread: Black 8/0 Unithread

Hook: Trout wet fly, size 8—12

Tag: Extra fine oval silver tinsel

Tail: Golden Pheasant Tippet Fibers
Ribbing: Five turns of fine oval silver tinsel
Body: Pink floss

Wing: Teal flank

Hackle: Pink

Head: Black

The Pink Mystery has been a popular sea-trout wet fly in Nova Scotia’s
Antigonish County for many years. The teal wing and tippet tail give the
fly the character of several British sea-trout flies. | suspect that It may
have originated in the British Isles, although | have never seen the pat-
tern referenced in any book, British or otherwise, and my Internet
searches were also unsuccessful.

I'm told that it is popular for Canada’s P.E.l. province sea-run brook
trout, and in my experience it seems to work as well as most wet flies
for summer brook trout fishing in Nova Scotia lakes.

The fly has a loyal following among trout fishermen in some areas, and
those who like it like it a lot. If any of you would like to share information
about this fly, please send it to the Association and help us demystify
the Pink Mystery.

HAM. Angus Funeral Homes

King Street
New Glasgow
Nova Scotia

Phone: 902-752-2545

Notice to Anglers er Guides

Join ASF's
New LiveE RELEASE CLuB

buit there is a catch...The bar has been raised!

To become a member of ASF's new Live Release Club and
to be entered into ASF's draw for prizes, anglers and
guides must go the extra mile and voluntarily release wild
Atlantic salmon or grilse that could legally be retained.

Release those salmon
and grilse and enter now!

Name:

Address:

Prov./State: PostaliZip Code:

Telk E-mail:

| released a grilse or saimon on the River.
Estimated Weight: Peassdtleone kg b

Please return your completed form by Dec. 15.

For more information on Live Release or to enter on-
line, visit the Live Release section of the ASF website

www.asf.ca

ATLANTIC SALMON FEDERATION

Live Release Program
P O. Box 5200, St. Andrews, NB E5B 358

(506) 529-4581 asf@nbnet.nb.ca

Release all salmon and grilse
Save the species; Save the sport!
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From the Shallow End of the Pool

by OF Hook Bill

We are told by many leading environ-
mental and conservation organizations
that fresh clean water is rapidly becom-
ing not only scarce but one of the most
valuable resources in the world. Guys-
borough County has been truly blessed
with an abundance of lakes, streams and
rivers. Per square mile we have some

of the best fresh water resources in Can-
ada. Potentially this resource will have a
greater long-term economic impact on
Eastern Nova Scotia than either pulp-
wood or Sable gas.

Guysborough County has lagged behind
other areas of the Province in economic
and industrial development. This has
been a mixed blessing, as we have not
had to contend with pollution problems,
which, as a rule, accompanies many
types of development. The fact of the
matter is that a great deal of North
America is buried under a blanket of pol-
lution, which is having a devastating ef-
fect on fresh water supplies.

We need to do everything in our power
to ensure our rivers, lakes and streams
are protected and secure. Of course we
continue to be the victims of industrial
pollution, which originates as far away
as the Eastern Seaboard of the United
States. However, governments on both

Y MM ( ©

sides of the border are finally taking
steps to reduce green house emissions
and we, over time, will be the benefac-
tors.

We need to pressure our government to
put in place environmental laws, which
will protect our land and water. We need
to insist upon a zero tolerance of any
agricultural, forestry or mining practice,
which has the potential to harm the envi-
ronment, and especially our most valu-
able natural resource - fresh, clean wa-
ter.

Sable gas has the potential to
change the face of the economy of
Eastern Nova Scotia. But, remem-
ber, it is not ours, nor will the billions
in profit be ours. However, our fresh
water is ours and if we do the right
things now, our children, grandchil-
dren and countless species of wild
life will be eternally grateful. At least
that's how it looks from the shallow
end of the pool.

Ol' Hook Bill

Books by Nova Scotia
Authors

Freckle and the Chicks
by Thelma Morris-Fogarty

Thelma’s second book once
again weaves the adven-
tures of farm life into a beau-
tiful tale for all ages. Thelma
lives on a century farm in
Lower Caledonia, Guys. Co.
NS, is a farmer and an avid
spinner, weaver, stuffed toy-maker, as well as
a gifted writer and illustrator of children’s
books.

[ Pl IR FLL

The Legend of
Nova Scotia’s S
Deadly Maclntosh Dry Fly T S

Published by SMRA, this| = =
little book documents some
colorful and historically im-
portant St. Mary’s River heri-
tage. Enjoyable and informa-
tive works by three authors
of angling mystery and magic. Only $4.00!

Get Out
in Guysborough County

Published in 2004 by the
Guysborough County Re-
gional Development Author-
ity. A guide for outdoor en-
thusiasts of all fitness levels
and a necessary addition to
backpacks of those wishing
to experience one of Nova
Scotia’s most rugged, pictur-
esque and geographically exciting regions.

averland
_ underseq

'.r-'i'roul'f water

These excellent local books can be purchased
from the gift shop of the St. Mary’s River As-
sociation Education and Interpretive Cen-
ter.

Buying these books helps both our local au-
thors and the Association.

These wonderful books make great gifts!

B0J 3C0
522-2010

= SHOPPERS
X DRUG MART

Sherbrooke, Nova Scotia

— Open Monday to Saturday, 9 am - 5 pm —

The Municipality of
The District of St. Mary’s

Welcome!

Warden, Councillors and Staff
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Education and Interpretive Centre
News

This past year was a very busy one
here at the Centre. We started 2004
organizing plans to hold our 25" anni-
versary celebrations. This event was
highly successful as reported in our
fall newsletter. We started the 2004
season on a high note followed by a
busy tourist season. While other tour-
ism operators reported a slow sea-
son, we saw similar numbers to last
season. This year we were only ap-
proved for one summer student and
we were lucky to have Duncan Gal-
lant. He is a local grade 11 student
whose engaging personality was a hit
with visitors.

Again this year we hosted a day camp
for local kids. We had a daylong
schedule of events scheduled includ-
ing a nature scavenger hunt, salmon
fish game made by Duncan and a
wood turtle presentation given by
Sarah Fraser and Melanie Duggan.
All the kids had a great day.

We continued working on collecting
family fishing history. Duncan worked
with member Don Barnes to record
his family fishing history.

In October, the Nova Scotia Salmon
Association and St. Mary’s River As-

www.scotsburn.com

sociation organized a banquet, live
and silent auction at the Claymore Inn
in Antigonish. Funds raised where di-
vided between the NSSA Acid Rain
Project on the West River in Sheet
Harbour and our own St. Mary’s River
Institute Project. The event was a
huge success and we hope to have
another this fall.

One interesting visitor this summer
was a local turkey. | came to work
one Sunday and noticed a white ob-
ject beside the outhouses next door.
Upon closer examination, | discov-
ered it was, yes, a real live turkey!
Concerned that it might venture unto
the highway, | called around looking
for the owner. It had occurred to me
that he might have escaped its pen in
Sherbrooke Village. After many calls,
having located the owner, who did not
want him back, so | called Natural Re-
sources who agreed to come and get
him. In the meantime | had followed
his progress to our parking lot. Talk-
ing to him seemed to comfort him and
before | knew it, he came up the back
steps and into the Centre. He seemed
quite comfortable inside and with hu-
man companionship. | knew he

up on top of the water cooler. | found
that if | left the door open and talked
to him, he would keep quiet. Finally
he fell asleep on top of the cooler. He
was happy to see visitors as they
where astonished to see him so close
and perched on the cooler. In the af-
ternoon, a Dept. of Natural Resources
officer came and took him away. | had
a lovely day with an extraordinary
guest. | thought that was the end of
him as | told DNR that the owner did
not want him and that they should find
him a good home. Later that week |
received a call from director Bob
Kelly, who was looking after the tur-
key. He suggested that we sell tickets
at our upcoming yard sale, to see if
we could find him a good home.

Sorry to report, but he went to a good
home for thanksgiving dinner! It broke
my heart as | had become quite fond
of him. He was by far our most un-
usual visitor.

- Joanne Mailman

couldn’t stay in the museum and di-
rected him into the kitchen and

closed the door. (Traffic was heavy
due to 4x4 Rally) He didn’t like be-
ing alone in the kitchen and jumped

NOVA SCOT1A

POWER .

An Emera Company

Joanne Mailman and Florence Duffy re-
ceive a donation of $1500 for office equip-
ment from Nova Scotia Power, an Emera
Company. Special thanks to Gary Kaiser.
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By Duncan Gallant

Duncan is a St. Mary’s Academy stu-
dent whom SMRA employed for the
2004 summer season. He wrote this
for us then.

We are sure his winning attitude,
solid values and many skills will
bring much success and happiness
to him.

He is completing grade 12 this year
and we wish him all the best.

While air conditioner salesmen
change their tactics to snow blowers
and rakes, and the ever increasing
threat of frost looms over our disbe-
lieving heads, it is time for me to say
Good-Bye to what I've considered to
be my second home, here at the St.
Mary’s River Association Education
and Interpretive Centre.

For the last two months, I've hope-
fully done my part of assuring the
operation of this exceptional part of
our community.

Over the course of the summer, al-
though the volume of tourists
seemed to be down, their enthusi-
asm and interest in the center was
better than ever. We've had people
from as close as Old Road hill in
Sherbrooke, to as far away as
Rome, ltaly, Australia and Japan.
We have done our best to entertain
their curiosity and educate them on
the history and heritage we have and
the projects to protect them.

With a partnership with the Sher-
brooke Recreation Dept., Our Nature
Day Camp for kids took place on
Aug 16. There the kids were taken
around the museum and told about
the different exhibits, then the chil-
dren were taken to the wonderful
world of wood turtles with a captivat-
ing story and crossword puzzle
guided by Sarah Fraser and Jody

Parting Words

MacEachern, students with the wood
turtle project.

After leaving the ways of the turtle,
the kids then got to become salmon,
and travel through the different
stages of its lifecycle, with a jumbo
sized board game constructed on the
floor of the Centre. They started as
eggs and ended as smolt leaving for
the open sea.

The game was then followed by a
craft, where they made bat clips that
they got to take home with them, and
what better wayto proceed after a
craft than making your own ice
cream, which I think you could ask
any of the children that attended and
you would be told that it was good.

After realizing their potential as work-
ers in an ice-cream processing plant,
the children then competed in a
Scavenger Hunt, provided by the
Recreation Dept., teams worked to-
gether to explore, find, and create
different objects on their lists.

Even when the end part of the hunt
was encroached by thickening rain,

»l Sherbrooke
Construction Ltd.

Wentworth Anderson

* Gravel

* Dozing

* Excavating

* Road Building

» Well Crocks

* Septic Tanks

* Licenced Septic System Installer

(902) 522-2170

P.O. Box 25, Sherbrooke
Nova Scotia, BOJ 3C0

hot dogs seemed to be fitting no
matter what the meteorologist had
said.

The children got to discuss the
events of the day over barbecued
hot dogs and pop, under the shelter
of the covered steps of the Centre,
and the were taken on a walk to the
St. Mary’s Rec-Plex by the Rec.
Dept. to be picked up by their par-
ents.

Here at the Centre we've also been
doing research projects on the im-
portance of the St. Mary’s River
played to certain families, as well as
what kind of lifestyle these families
had. This year we've done the pro-
ject on the Barnes Family, including
Henry Barnes who was the last jail
keeper in Sherbrooke Village as well
as an angler and fishing guide on the
river.

As for myself, this has been one of
the most educational and memorable
summers to my knowledge. | will re-
turn to school with a greater appre-
ciation for the river and the Interpre-
tive Centre that | have helped oper-
ate. | would like to thank the SMRA
for giving me this opportunity. My
time here ends the 26™ of August but
Joanne will be here to guide you
through our little piece of heritage for
a time yet. So be sure to stop in and
see things for yourself, and to be
awed at what we have here in our
own back yard.
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Inland Fisheries Division
Update
Nova Scotia Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries

The Inland Fisheries Division is com-
mitted to conserving and enhancing
the quality and diversity of the fishery
resources of Nova Scotia and to pro-
viding continued and varied angling
opportunity through scientific inven-
tory, classification and management
of those resources. Some of the ma-
jor responsibilities of Inland Fish-
eries are:

Managing the freshwater
sport fishery. This includes pro-
ducing and distributing trout to
urban and rural lakes in the prov-
ince, establishing Special Man-
agement Areas based on biologi-
cal surveys and angler recom-
mendations to improve fisheries,
carrying out angler surveys, con-
ducting biological studies on
lakes and streams, and other
field and extension work that sup-
ports the enhancement and con-
servation of the inland recrea-
tional fishery.

Providing departmental ad-
vice and technical expertise to
provincial and federal agencies,
intergovernmental committees
and the public involved in the
management of the freshwater
sport fishery.

Sherbrooke & Area

Crime Prevention Association

Ongoing commitment of two $500 Scholarships to
St. Mary’s Academy each year

Safer Communities

Providing extension services
to the public in the inland fisher-
ies resource sectors through re-
source material, demonstration
sites, on-site project evaluations,
and public seminars and work-
shops.

Directing and conducting de-
velopment projects which pro-
mote and enhance sport fishing
in Nova Scotia.

Some of the major field projects in
2004 included:1

Sea-Run Speckled Trout Assess-
ment

Our division examined the sea
trout populations in River Denys,
Middle River, and Lake O’Law
Brook in Cape Breton. This pro-
ject assessed sea run populations
on these systems through a mark
and recapture project whereby
trout were live trapped with fyke
nets and data collected on age and
length. At total of 2,650 fish were
marked (adipose fin clipped), 2,100
were captured and 77 were recap-
tured. On average 7% of the popu-
lation was greater than 25 cm and
3% was greater than 30 cm. The
information gained will also be ap-
plicable to mainland rivers.

Electrofishing Project
The purpose of the electrofishing pro-

ject was to test the assumption that
that brook trout population density

was strongly related to water tem-
perature. Electrofishing was con-
ducted on 77 of the 322 stream sites
that were previously assessed
through the temperature monitoring
project. There were 104 cool water
sites (<16.5°C), 97 intermediate wa-
ter sites (16.5-19°C) and 121 warm
water sites (>19°C) in the original
study. The Nova Scotia stream clas-
sification system was based on the
assumption that cool water sites are
more important to Atlantic salmon
and brook trout populations during
warm low flow conditions in the sum-
mer. Results of the project indicated
that brook trout population density
was strongly related to water tem-
perature. Approximately, 48 times
more trout were found in the cool wa-
ter sites compared to the warm water
sites. The distribution of Atlantic
salmon did not seem to be strongly
related to the thermal nature of
streams in our study.

Paleolimnology Project

Our division worked with Queen’s
University on the Nova Scotia Paleo-
limnology project. This project stud-
ies a lake’s history using information
archived in lake sediments. This re-
search is designed to investigate wa-
ter quality in Nova Scotia using pa-
leo-ecological indicators. Such indi-
cators of water quality are diatoms
and chironomids. This research
method allows us to see what long-
term (150 years) changes have oc-
curred in trout habitat. A total of 35
lakes have been sampled from 2003-

St. Mary's District
Lions Club

Dinner meetings 2nd — 4th Thursdays, 7:00 pm
Lion's Club Community Centre

Sherbrooke, NS

Everybody’s Responsibility

PO Box 168, Sherbrooke,
Nova Scotia, BOJ 3C0

“For Safer Communities”

€ Serve our c ity, "OVINCE,
We serve our community, our province.
our country, the world.
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2004, and 14 more will be sampled in
the 2005 field season.

Smallmouth Bass Projects

A smallmouth bass project was con-
ducted that confirmed the presence
of this non-indigenous species in low
numbers in Lake Ainslie, Inverness
County. They have not established a
spawning population. Habitat analy-
sis has indicated that spawning struc-
ture and substrate constitutes less
than 4% of available shoreline but
may not be a limiting factor to suc-
cessful colonization based on obser-
vations in established bass popula-
tions elsewhere. An important consid-
eration to whether smallmouth bass
become established in a particular
water body may be the thermal re-
quirements of young of the year (0+
juveniles). They need to accumulate
enough fat reserves in their first
growing season to survive the winter.
This “geo-thermal exclusion” of small-
mouth bass from certain geographic
areas of the province may explain the
inability of some introductions to be-
come established. Other smallmouth
bass projects in Nova Scotia include:
(1) monitoring the distribution of this
species provincially and within water-
sheds, (2) tournament monitoring,
(3) development of a juvenile density
index as a predictive tool for assess-
ing year class strength and recruit-
ment to the fishery, (4) assessing the
consequences of illegal introductions
to native fauna, and (5) assessment
of Special Management regulations.

Other major projects included:
evaluation of a bottom draw facility
which involves using a siphon to in-
crease flow and release cool water to
the St. Francis Harbour River, bio-
monitoring of West River Sheet Har-
bour as part of an acid rain mitigation
program, a creel survey on the Petite
Riviere to assess angler participation
and catch rates, five lakes surveys,
various smaller projects in support of
volunteer sportfishing organizations
and several demonstrations at youth
camps and schools.

We would like to thank the St.
Mary’s River Association and all
the volunteers who were involved
in the research projects conducted
by our staff and hope that their
valuable support continues in the
future. For further information on
our research projects, please call
our office in Pictou at (902) 485-
5056.

Whidden’s

= Ice

= Swimming Pools
= 15 Acre Parkland

= 2 Bedroom Mini Homes

———~4I Campground

174 sites (24-E/W, 128-E/W/S, 22-UNSERV)
* Modern Facilities & Showers = Fireplaces
= Playgrounds

= Rec. Hall, Games

» Air-Conditioned, Cable TV Whidden’s
= Fully Equipped
- Daily/Weekly Rates Cottages

PO Box 1744
Antigonish, NS, B2G 2M5
Ph: (902) 863-3736

NOVA' S(R)TIA

Agriculture and Fisheries

This year my Department is very pleased
to introduce a new Sportfish Habitat
Fund.

Through a $5.00 habitat fee on fishing
licences, Nova Scotia anglers will share
in the restoration and protection of fish
habitat and help to sustain a healthy
sportfishery. Community groups and vol-
unteers, such as the St. Mary's River As-
sociation, contribute a great deal to our
recreational fisheries and this fund will
provide them with resources to continue
their excellent work.

The primary goal of the fund is to support
the conservation and enhancement of
fish habitat and to improve public access
to the sportfish resource.

| encourage all Nova Scotians to take ad-
vantage of the Nova Scotia Sportfishing
Weekend which will be held on June 4
and 5, 2005. This is a great opportunity to
enjoy our great outdoors.

It is my hope that everyone has a safe
and successful fishing season.
Chris d'Entremont

Minister, Nova Scotia
Dept. Of Agriculture and Fisheries

www.whiddens.com
email: whiddens@auracom.com

= Laundromat

General Trucking & Backhoe Services

p S

RR # 1 Liscomb, Nova Scotia BOJ 2A0

SHELDON P. RUDOLPH

Phone: (902) 779-2659
Cell:  (902) 870-0545
p m Fax: (902) 779-2031
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St. Mary’s River Association
Jack can always be called upon to

Member Of the Year assist at the Centre whether it’s tak-

Jack Duffy ing garbage to the dump, fixing bro-
ken doorknobs or storing signs and St. Mary's River Association

other items in a barn over winter. For DRAW & CONTEST WINNERS
the past four years Jack has moved
tables from Greenfield Sports Centre
to the Interpretive for our annual yard
sales or whenever, with a smile.

During the past year, we held vari-
ous draws to raise much-needed
funds for the Interpretive Center
. . and to promote the St. Mary’s River
When asked to help out in any cir- Associgtion. At the Comxunity-a-

c_umst_ant_:e, he is always willing to Fair event held at the Sherbrooke
give his time and experience. Jack’s Lion's Hall in May 2003, we had a
sense of humor is always evident and booth promoting our ,continuing

his h_elpful generosity is always ap- conservation efforts on the river.
preciated. We also had a draw for a SMRA T-
shirt, which was won by Lesley
Brothers of Sherbrooke.

The photo below shows Jack at work
on the 2001 Barren Brook bank stabi-
lization project.

Our 2005 St. Mary’s River Associa-
tion Member of the Year is Jack
Duffy. For many years Jack has been
an active member of the Association.

At the Pictou Expo we sold tickets
on a rod and reel which were won
by Calvin Wiliams of New Glas-
gow.

During the summer we sold tickets
at the Center on a watercolor of the
river by Peter Bresnen. The ticket
winner was Joan McGrath of As-
pen.

Jack loves the outdoors, as his fond-
ness for fishing and hunting shows.
He loves his family, sharing his enthu-
siasm and knowledge of nature with
his children and grandchildren, who,

naturally, adore their grampa.
The second annual “Name our

Fish” contest was once again very

Jack helps the Association in many

ways, such as acting as project su- popular with visitors both young
pervisor on river stabilization projects o _ and young at heart.

and assisting with the labor intensive ~ Jack’s generosity is extended to his _

smolt wheel juvenile salmon assess- family, his church, volunteer groups The following people chose the
ment project. He also took part in the like Greenfield Seniors and SMRA, winning names:

Sherbrooke Brook clean up with sum- @nd his many appreciative friends and
mer students. Where there’s work to ~ neighbors.
be done, there’s Jack.

Regan Keay - New Glasgow
(6 & under)

Thank you Jack!
Amelia MacKenzie -Sherbrooke
(7-12);

Benjaman McMillan - Bridgetown
(Teen)

DAY SAGO
Pbed & VB reakfast

Marlen Heggie - Greenhill, N.B.

(Adult)
Linda MacDntash : Congratulations to all winners!
Phone: (902) 522-2811
Box 71 - 15 Cameron Road Toll Free: 1-866-522-2811 Thank you to everyone for helping
Sherbrooke, NS BOJ 3C0  Email: daysago@ns.sympatico.ca us raise funds and awareness for

Homepage: waww.bbcanada.com/daysago our very important work.
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St. Mary’s River Association
Lottery Winners 2004

* Indicates proceeds given
back to SMRA

January 2004

150.00 Gerry Maclntosh
100.00 Jack Duffy
50.00 Dave Clark
50.00 Sheldon Rudolph
25.00 Doug Wolfe
25.00 Parker Wong
25.00 Jeff Eshbaugh
25.00 Gordon Steedman
25.00 John Robertson
25.00 Winston Delorey

February 2004

150.00 William Bishop
100.00 Jocelyn Ellis

50.00 Winston /Tim Sawlor
50.00 Don MacLean

25.00 Jenny Maclintosh
25.00 Owen/Nancy Beaver
25.00 Stan Harpell

25.00 Allie Jordan

25.00 Hardy Eshbaugh
25.00 Murray/Mary Baker

March 2004

150.00 Wayne Maclntosh
100.00 Barb Eshbaugh *
50.00 Don Barnes

50.00 Dale Archibald
25.00 Jeff Eshbaugh *
25.00 Charles Widgery
25.00 Allie Jordan

25.00 Parker Wong
25.00 Robert Sidler
25.00 Allan MAcDonald

April 2004

150.00 Frank Jordan
100.00 Norm Kelly
50.00 Jocelyn Ellis
50.00 Scott Fraser
25.00 MacgGillvary Fuels
25.00 Colin Coady
25.00 Charles Widgery
25.00 William Bishop
25.00 John Robertson
25.00 Linda Maclntosh

May 2004

150.00 Chris Fraser
100.00 Cynthia Sponagle
50.00 Stan Harpell
50.00 Jeff Eshbaugh *
25.00 Bill Fraser

25.00 Carl Purcell

25.00 Gordon Steedman
25.00 Aleah Lomas
25.00 William Bishop
25.00 MacgGillivary Fuels

June 2004

150.00 Carolyn Cameron
100.00 Bill Fraser

50.00 Robert Thompson
50.00 Sandy Barnhill
25.00 Robert Sidler
25.00 Clifford Sherman
25.00 Karen Green
25.00 Norm Kelly

25.00 George Sutherland
25.00 Wayne Maclntosh

July 2004

150.00 Jim Gourlay
100.00 Gordon Steedman
50.00 Karen Green
50.00 John/Brad Fraser
25.00 Tim Nobes

25.00 Robert Thompson
25.00 Mike Ackermann
25.00 Gwen/Eric Robar
25.00 Steve Eshbaugh
25.00 Flo Duffy

August 2004

150.00 Eric Pineault
100.00 Doug Wolfe

50.00 Allie Jordan

50.00 Margie MacKay
25.00 Frank Walford
25.00 Jim Gourlay

25.00 Jack Duffy

25.00 Ken Trefrey

25.00 George Sutherland
25.00 Hardy Eshbaugh *

September 2004

150.00 Don Barnes

100.00 Karen Green

50.00 Hardy Eshbaugh *
50.00 Bob/Beryl MacDonald
25.00 Don MaclLean

25.00 Gary Baudoux

25.00 Mike Ackermann
25.00 Jocelyn Ellis

25.00 Dan Smith

25.00 John/Brad Fraser

October 2004

150.00 Tom Purves
100.00 Peter Archibald
50.00 Ron Clark

50.00 Linda/Owen Duffy
25.00 Scotty Fraser
25.00 Robert Sidler
25.00 Sandy Barnhill
25.00 Norm Kelly

25.00 Karen Green
25.00 Gary Breen

November 2004
150.00 Sandy Barnhill
100.00 Parker Wong
50.00 Linda/Owen Duffy
50.00 Karen Green
25.00 Peter Archibald
25.00 Barb Crosby
25.00 Gary Baudoux
25.00 Bill Yarn

25.00 George Newell
25.00 Ken Trefrey

December 2004

150.00 Hardy Eshbaugh *
100.00 John MacPherson
50.00 David Eshbaugh *
50.00 Gerald Maclntosh
25.00 Norm Kelly

25.00 Aleah Lomas

25.00 David Sobey

25.00 Joanne/Brian Mailman
25.00 Paul D’Entremont
25.00 Colin Coady

St. Mary's River Association

SMRA Lottery
2006

Lottery tickets will once
again be on sale at our An-
nual General Meeting on
May 29, 2005. There are
still tickets available for our
2005 Lottery. The cost will
be pro-rated according to
the month of purchase.

There are 120 chances to
win with 10 draws every
month. 1 prize $150.00,
2" prize $100.00, 34"
prize $50.00, 5™-10" prize
$25.00.

This is a great fundraiser
for the Association and
helps support our Educa-
tion & Interpretive Center.
The next lottery starts
January, 2006.

Don’t miss your chance
to win, call 522-2099.

54 St. Mary's Street, Unit 1
Antigonish, NS
B2G 2A5

Shawn MacLaughlin

Gorman & MacLaucHLIN
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

Telephone (902) 863-2100
Fax (902) 863-2190
Res (902) 522-2033
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This is the first in a series of interviews
with the legendary St. Mary’s fisherman
Brucie Weir, one of the last of our old-
time guides. Bruce resides in Stillwater
with his wife Ruby. SMRA maintains an
endowment fund for river stewardship in
the name of Bruce’s late brother, Lockie,
and Bruce’s son Eddie is a director of
SMRA. Bruce turns 80 this year on June
12". Congratulations Bruce!

Nimrod’'s Rest

St. Mary’'s
Fish & Game Association
Campground

~ Tenting

~ Trailer Park

~ Dump Station
~ Showers

.'_'

Open: Mid-May to Mid-October

Phone: 902-522-2441
Stillwater, Nova Scotia

Weird Stories

With Bruce Weir

SMRA News: Bruce, does 80 years
seem long?

BW: No, not at all. You're hardly here
and then you’re gone, something like
the lake.

SMRA News: Lake?

BW: Yes, the lake that used to be
right there in that field. Beautiful little
lake.

SMRA News: Really!

BW: One afternoon in late fall several
large flocks of ducks stopped for a
rest in the lake. Thousands, there
were. The lake was black with ducks.

SMRA News: | see.

BW: Soon it got dark so they stayed
overnight. During the night the tem-
perature dipped and the lake froze
over.

BW: Well, when daybreak came they
flew away and took the lake with
them!

SMRA News: Hmmmm ....

BW: | wouldn’t tell you anything that
isn’'t true. Look, there’s no lake there,
that’s proof!

SMRA News: Good enough for mel

To be continued ....

SMRA News: Oh my!

Pere-tree Silviculture

silviculture services
logging — select cutting

902-833-2422

RR#1, Aspen
Guysborough County
Nova Scotia, BOH 1E0

+ daily specials

+ fabulous salads & appetizers

» gourmet pasta

« thin crust pizza

* vegetarian cuisine

« chicken, steak and seafood entrees
* decadent desserts

In Historic Sherbrooke Village, Guysborough County

Tel: (902) 522-2423
Open daily 7 days a week — Open 7:00 am — 9:30 pm
Sully licensed

Operated by
SUNSHINE CAFE
Open 7:00 am — 9:30 pm
332 Main 5t., Antigonish, N§
Tel: (902) 863-5851

Website: www.sunshineonmain.com
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Salmon Assessments in the St. Mary’s River, Nova Scotia in 2004
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The 2004 adult salmon seining crew. L to R standing, Kim Robichaud-Leblanc, Jamie Gibson, Allan MacDonald, Shane O’Neil, Doug Aitken, Gary

Bedeux, kneeling, Paul d'E’ntreamont, Peter Amiro, Parker Wong.

The Diadromous Fish Division of the De-
partment of Fisheries and Oceans partici-
pated in four projects on the St. Mary’s
River in 2004. The field season began
with two SMRA self-directed science pro-
jects, one to ascertain the proportion of
marked (by the fall seining program) kelts
using angling in April as the sampling
method and another program to operate
two DFO smolt wheels. In both cases the
number of marks detected was insufficient
to derive population estimates. However,
the lessons learned in operating these

types of programs and the cooperation
enjoyed made the projects valuable and
provides motivation for further work.

The third project involved juvenile assess-
ments through electrofishing. This was the
13" consecutive year that DFO conducted
the survey. The St. Mary’s River Project
surveyed 1990 to 1992 and prior to that
the St. Mary’ Rivers was part of periodic
salmon studies conducted by DFO. Two
of these years, 1985 and 1986 which used
a similar sampling strategy and method,

are shown below for comparison. In 2004
the assistance of the SMRA was amicably
provided by Allan MacDonald.

The fourth project was the fall adult sein-
ing operation. While a successful marking
trip was enjoyed the rising water pre-
vented the recapture operation to take
place. This was the third year in a row that
this situation occurred.
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catches (1996 and earlier) and from
mark and recapture experiments
(1997 to 2001). In 2002 and in 2003
mark recapture experiments were at-
tempted but water levels increased
before fish could be recaptured. The
2004 estimate was derived from the
mean catch rate of 0.13 (0.06-0.20)
for seining operations previously con-
ducted at the same locations. A total
of 3 larger multi sea winter fish and 61
small salmon were captured in these
same three pools on October 5 and 6,
2004.

Using the mean efficiency of the sein-
ing operation the estimated escape-
ment to the West River St. Mary’s, in
t . g 2003, was 486 fish (315 — 1,069) of
! . = ' | which 95% were small salmon. Based
. : on the proportion of juvenile salmon
habitat represented by the West River
(55%), total escapement to St. Mary’s
River in 2004 was estimated to be
about 884 fish that yielded 28% of the
These data were summarized in a stock Status of St. Mary’s River in 2004 egg requirement for the entire river.
status document to be distributed at the
Zone Meeting in April. Here is the es- In the St. Mary’s River escapement esti-
sence of the St. Mary’s River section. mates were obtained from recreational

» Over 25 years experience

e Guaranteed workmanship

* Pump installation

»  Water treatment

» Sales & Service

« 5 year warranty on pumps & tanks

~ ~ Serving Pictou, Antigonish & Guysborough Counties ~ ~

Cecil Martin

Owner/Operator "{é

-

Tel: (902) 752-4172 0
Toll free: 1-888-365-4332
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Escapement Estimates In 2004, total parr (age-1+ and age-2+)
St. Mary’s River densities were again the lowest in the

1985 to 2004 series. Fry (age-0+) densi-
% Egg Conser-
Near Small  Large  vation | fiesin 2004 (3.08/100m?) were the sec-
1995 2038 437 92 ond lowest in the time series. This data
corroborates recent assessments that in-
1996 1535 590 93 dicated escapements are well below con-
1997 709 110 28 servation requirements and historic aver-
Tons e o = age escapements.
1999 559 150 30 Based on the low age-0 densities ob-
served in 2004 and the relationship be-
2000 572 46 16 tween estimated salmon returns and sub-
2001 580 195 30 sequent age-0 densities, it is unlikely that
the estimate of escapement in 2003, ob-
2002 400 30 “ tained by using the historic capture effi-
2003 1092 221 42 ciency of previous seining operations, was
realized. The data suggests that the 2003
i e 44 s population based on the mean catch rate

w
L3,

B Age-0+ /age-0+

Fish per / Poissons par (100 m?)
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EAge-1+/ age-1+
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was overestimated. It follows that the
2004 estimate based on the same mean
catch rate could be also overestimated.

The low escapements, decreased age at
maturity and low numbers of repeat
spawning escaped salmon in the past
eight years together with the low juvenile
densities of the previous three years indi-
cates a possible approaching crisis in the
population stability of the St. Mary’s River.
The result of a diminishing age-at-maturity
in the population and the predominance of
age-2 smolts is a lower mean time to re-
cruitment, closer to four years than to five
years, and the loss of overlap in age-
classes of fish. This means that the
salmon returns in 2005 will be the last of
the higher fry densities observed in 2001.
If marine survival of smolts and therefore
salmon returns do not substantially in-
crease in 2005 then actions to protect the
declining population and genetic diversity
of the St. Mary’s River need to be consid-
ered.

Epilogue

As you can see the story is not all that
encouraging for salmon in the St. Mary’s
River. In fact, as the stock status review
states 2005 could be a pivotal year. Con-
siderations for captive rearing to maturity
or a full fledged living gene bank are the
next steps to consider. If ever there was a
time to rally for the St. Mary’s River
salmon it could be in 2005.

The efforts of the SMRA in these assess-
ment activities cannot be underestimated.
Your close involvement brings a neces-
sary critical mass for executing some of
the more intense field programs, fosters
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understanding of the objective and direc-
tion of science and builds a direct appre-
ciation of the state of the salmon stock in
the St. Mary’s River. Based on a new
direction for DFO Science, local groups
like the SMRA will be challenged to con-
duct more of the assessment activities.
These assessments are required to ad-
dress fisheries management in communi-
ties.

To that end, in 2005 the Diadromous
Fish Division is being incorporated into a
new Division of Science at the Bedford
Institute of Oceanography called the
Population Ecology Division. Within that
new Division three geographic areas will
be the center of organization. The St.
Mary’s River will be included in the East-
ern Scotian Shelf Section and salmon
issues will come under the referral of Dr.
Jamie Gibson. Hopefully, you all know
Jamie by now and if not will get to meet
him again at this year’s Salmon Fishing
Area 20 meeting. In parting | must say
that we have come a long way together
over the last thirty years but the distance
remaining is great. | hope that we have
put the pieces in place to provide the
background and analysis necessary to
maintain the salmon of the St. Mary’s
River. | will be working closely with Jamie
through the necessary steps to achieve
that goal. It has been a pleasure to
work with you.

- Peter Amiro

ASF Report

By Lewis Hinks and Sue Scott

A great deal of work led to some reward-
ing progress in wild Atlantic salmon con-
servation in Nova Scotia and throughout
the salmon’s range in 2004.

We were all pleasantly surprised when
runs of salmon defied scientific predic-
tions and, in some rivers, returned in
greater numbers. We are convinced
that the Greenland Conservation Agree-
ment, live release campaigns, hard work
against the impacts of agriculture prac-
tices and acid rain, and our ongoing fight
to maintain funding for hatcheries and
anti-poaching campaigns have all had a
positive effect.

The Atlantic Salmon Federation (ASF)

is a proud supporter of
The St. Mary's River Association

Tel: (902) 522-2005
Fax: (902) 522-2051

PO Box 70, Sherbrooke
8000 Hwy. #7
Nova Scotia, BOJ 3C0

email: smokehouse@ns.sympatico.ca

TAIE

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

* New Construction
= Renovations

= Siding

= Eavestroughing

« Roofing

« Foundations

Member of New Home Warranty

FREE ESTIMATES
Bus: 902-863-4318

Fax: 902-863-3549
RR#5, Antigonish, NS B2G 2L3

and the World Wildlife Fund have been
working internationally to bring about a
positive change in NASCO'’s (North At-
lantic Salmon Conservation Organiza-
tion) role in conservation and manage-
ment of wild Atlantic salmon. An inde-
pendent report that ASF and WWF spon-
sored recommended 11 items that would
help counter threats such as at sea mor-
tality, loss of freshwater habitat and inter-
actions between wild and farmed
salmon. This report also recommended

| that NASCO work more closely with

NGO groups that have expertise in
salmon conservation and could help
raise public awareness on these issues.
Our efforts led to NASCO implementing
a consultation process on the organiza-
tion’s “Next Steps”, to which ASF and
WWEF are providing ongoing input.

ASF continues to conduct pioneering
research that involves the tracking of
smolt, using sonic technology on the
Miramichi River and on the Restigouche
River. Results of last year’s study
showed that smolt in the Miramichi had
few difficulties moving downstream, but
did have significant challenges in surviv-
ing life in the estuary before reaching the
sea. This tracking research is important
in determining why Atlantic salmon from
many North American rivers are failing to
return to their natal rivers to spawn in the
abundance we have seen in the past,
and in guiding actions to overcome the
problems. ASF is also using this sonic
tag technology to help determine the im-
pact of escaped aquaculture salmon on
wild populations. ASF is experimentally
releasing farmed salmon in Cobscook
Bay, Maine and tracking their move-
ments. Preliminary results indicate that
the farmed salmon leave the cage area
quickly once they escape, making recap-
ture a problem. Previous to this study, it
was believed that the escaped fish
stayed close to the cages making recap-
ture a possibility. This work is important
in stressing the need for the best cage
containment technology possible.

ASF has also been advocating for fund-
ing to support DFO’s science and en-
forcement divisions. For years these ar-
eas have been under-funded to the point
that in 2004 the province of Newfound-
land and Labrador had to step in to pro-
tect valuable salmon stocks in that prov-
ince. We are optimistic our efforts are
paying off and hope to see increased
funding for salmon announced in the
2005 federal budget.
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On a more local focus, ASF and NSSA
continue to work very hard on the acid
rain mitigation project for the West River,
Sheet Harbour. The pre-treatment water
chemistry has been done, as well as fish
and invertebrate surveys. The lime doser
has been ordered and liming is sched-
uled to begin in the spring. This is the
culmination of several years of hard work
by many people and groups and we are
optimistic that there is a future for the
salmon of acid rain-stressed rivers.

After several years of hard work and lob-
bying, we have succeeded in getting a
Sportfish Habitat Fund for 2005 to sup-
port fisheries conservation projects. The
fund will help provide stable funding for
programs such as Adopt-a-Stream.

ASF is proud to support the efforts of
organizations such as the St. Mary’s
River Association and we encourage you
to continue your great efforts on behalf of
wild Atlantic salmon.

NSSA News
January, 2005

Nova Scotia

Salmonﬁ

The last year has been a
busy one for NSSA with the West
River Acid Rain Mitigation Project as
our main focus. We have been in ex-
tensive discussions with Acadia Uni-
versity to determine the role they can
play in the Project. Partnering with
Acadia brings many benefits to the

ssociation

Nova Scotia, B9A 1A1
www.storaenso.com

Environmental Protection
begins at home

At Stora Enso’s Woodlands Unit, we’re proud
to have been the first forestry operation in

North America to achieve Canadian and American
certifications for Sustainable Forest Management.

Stora Enso Port Hawkesbury Ltd.
P.O. Box 9500, Port Hawkesbury

Project, including increasing the pro-
file and integrity of the venture, ad-
vancing much needed research in
the area of acid rain mitigation and
assisting with fundraising. A Norwe-
gian-designed doser has been or-
dered, a joint decision between
Acadia and NSSA, based on its abil-
ity to monitor the application and re-
sults of the liming process remotely.

A challenge we faced was to
arrange electricity for the doser site.
The closest power lines are approxi-
mately 1 mile from the site and esti-
mates were for $50,000 to power the
doser. We are happy to report that
Nova Scotia Power Inc., one of our
partners on the Acid Rain Mitigation
Committee, has generously agreed
to absorb its installation costs and is
prepared to install the necessary
lines and poles to the site for the all-
inclusive price of $12,000.
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Currently we are finalizing the
permits required to install and operate
the doser and expect a start date in
early summer 2005.

Many thanks to our past
president, Terry MacIntyre and ASF’s
Rob Beatty, for continuing to lead the
Project’s fundraising charge, as well
as, to another past-president, George
Ferguson, and ASF’s Regional Direc-
tor, Lewis Hinks, for their committed
efforts to nail down the venture’s lo-
gistical elements. Many thanks also
to the St Mary’s River Association for
all the hard work in the recent fund-
raising dinner that was held in Anti-
gonish in October. The dinner was an
excellent example of what two dedi-
cated, skilled organizations can
achieve when we work together.

On other topics, we are very
excited to have the habitat stamp in
place for 2005. The five-dollar charge

on every fishing license sold will bring heart and soul of this organization. |
much needed funds for habitat resto- look forward to working and getting to
ration work and we are happy to re- know you better in my second year as
port that we have been successful in President of the NSSA.

negotiating with the Province and
there will be an Adopt A Steam pro-
gram in 2005.

NSSA continues to be in-
volved on a number of other fronts,
including monitoring the Inner Bay of
Fundy situation; assisting new affiliate
groups with developing viable organi-
zations and reopening closed rivers to
angling; lobbying the provincial gov-
ernment with respect to forestry activi-
ties in important sport-fish areas such
as the Nictaux River; and working
with the Ecology Action Center with
respect to its Protected Areas Initia-
tive.

I'd like to take a moment to
recognize the hard work and dedica-
tion of all our affiliate groups in the
Province. You are undoubtedly the

Nova Scotia

Salmon Association

"Release the fish ... Save the memories"

We have proven that
with each player doing their part,
linked with good communications
and supported by good science,

we can make a difference.

And we are making a difference!

Tight Lines

David Reid,

President,
Nova Scotia Salmon
Association
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The Northern Flying Squirrel

Glaucomys Sabrinus

By Brenda Carpan

g |

Cunate

SMRA honorary direc-
tor Bob Bancroft once
saw a dead tree con-
taining 35 flying squir-
rels, a pine squirrel,
and a little brown bat.
Flying squirrels breed
yearly and this occurs
in the months of March
to May. The average
brood is 2 — 4 off-

Remember Rocky & Bullwinkle
on TV? The future doesn’t look
bright for Bullwinkle, since the
mainland moose has unfortu-
nately reached endangered
status in mainland Nova Sco-
tia. There are still rare sightings
in the St. Mary’s River water-
shed, however. But Rocky
could do anything—he was a
hero, a brave little flying squir-
rel. Here in Stillwater, Guysbor-
ough Co, Nova Scotia, on the
St. Mary’s River, we are hon-
ored to be hosting several fas-
cinating northern flying squir-
rels at our home.

The northern flying squirrel
weighs an average 132 g/ 4.5
oz and length is approximately
250-320 mm (10-12 inches),
making them look about the
size of a pine squirrel, but they
weigh only about half as much.
They have fleshy membranes
from foreleg to hind leg. The
tail is flat, long and they do not
carry their tail up over the back
and head as do the red squir-
rels. Fur is thicker, fluffy and
very soft. They have huge
black eyes for night vision, and
rarely do any vocalization.

The favorite food for the flying
squirrel is mycorrhizal fungi
(truffles) but we also know they
enjoy black-oil sunflower
seeds, our treat.

The northern flying squirrel
nests in holes in dead trees
and are known to share nests.
Nova Scotia biologist and

spring.

Although nocturnal, these
squirrels are not disturbed by
the presence of an overhead
porch light. However, sudden
movement outside or inside the
house while viewing them
sends the squirrels flying for
cover. After the fright a scout
will appear from his hiding spot
to make a complete scan of the
area and then gives the “all
clear” with a soft chipping
sound. Then you will notice the
rest of the “lads” slowly return
to their feeding stations. When
feeding these squirrels it is im-
portant to place the feeding
areas near cover as owls are
said to find them quite deli-
cious.

Every winter Friday night in
Stillwater is Flying Squirrel
Night, with the exception of two
nights, both of which were ex-
tremely windy and wet. In the
winter months they appear
shortly after 6 PM, zooming
into the large trees in front of
our veranda. They play and
chase each other for a time
and then settle to eat, leaving
the veranda around 8:30 pm.
During a severe blizzard this
past winter twelve northern fly-
ing squirrels appeared. They
gathered around a post on the
veranda and ate without con-
flict. Pine squirrels always
seem to be chattering, chasing,
and fighting with each other,
however, | have noted that the
northern flying squirrels enjoy
company and generously share

their food supply. Now that hours of the night.

spring has arrived, their visiting

time has changed and they You are welcome to share this
appear much later in the eve- show with us next winter, but
ning, not at all, or in the wee for now its by chance.

* BuLLDoZING
®* TRUCKING
® EXCAVATING

* (GRAVEL

Roap BuiLbing

Snow REmovaL

R.R.#5, New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, B2H 5C8
Bus: (902) 922-2007 Fax: (902) 922-2411
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NEWS RELEASE/COMMUNIQUE
February 28, 2005

Fredericton....At a media conference
held today by Fisheries and Oceans Can-
ada (DFO) Minister Geoff Regan on the
recently-budgeted $30 million Atlantic
Salmon Endowment Fund, Atlantic
Salmon Federation (ASF) President Bill
Taylor supported DFQO’s plans to develop
policy and set up the fund.

Mr. Taylor said, “ASF and our regional
councils will actively participate in the
planned development of a clear Wild At-
lantic Salmon Policy and a vision for the
future, including the design and establish-
ment of the Atlantic Salmon Endowment
Fund. We are pleased that the new fund
will operate at arms-length from DFO, and
will be separate from the department’s
operational budget that is so important to
monitoring, researching, conserving and
protecting wild Atlantic salmon. We also

offer DFO our cooperation in providing
leverage for funding to augment the en-
dowment.”

Wild Atlantic salmon support a well-
managed, largely live release, recreational
fishery that depends on a healthy environ-
ment to survive. Even today, the Atlantic
salmon recreational fishery is worth $200
million annually to the Canadian economy,
despite a decline over the past three dec-
ades in salmon numbers. The industry’s
worth has the potential to grow substan-
tially, hand in hand with increased num-
bers of restored salmon. “The Atlantic
Salmon Endowment Fund will bring us
closer to this goal,” continued Mr. Taylor.

More than 100 New Brunswick rivers once
supported healthy salmon populations.
Now the economic benefits flow from a
few stalwart rivers, such as the Miramichi,
the Restigouche, and the Nepisiguit.
“This media conference is being held on
the banks of the Saint John River where
the recreational salmon fishery, once so
vibrant, is closed because of poor re-
turns,” said Mr. Taylor. “These salmon
can be brought back. The Nepisiguit
River is a shining example of successful
restoration. Several years ago, our affili-
ate the Nepisiguit Salmon Association
took quick action when mining effluent
killed many of the river’'s salmon following
an accidental spill. The association rallied
recreational fishermen, the mining com-
pany and the Pabineau First Nation,
raised two million dollars and over time
restored the river's salmon run. This is
just one success story of many that have
played out on numerous rivers throughout
eastern Canada.”

WATERFRONT LOTS

SAWMILL LANDING

Many salmon
populations are
showing signs of

residential waterfront development

Waterfront lots available on the St. Mary's River
where the river meets the Atlantic Ocean.

Sawmill Landing is a new development in
Sherbrooke, Nova Scotia. Excellent location for
your retirement dream house or summer retreat.
Enjoy nature at your doorstep with boating,
hiking, biking, fishing and relaxing.

For more information:
Phone (902) 454-7338 or (902) 522-2343
Fax: (902) 454-2242
Web: www.sawmilllanding.com

increasing health,
especially in the

past two years, thanks to more anglers
practicing live release, the Atlantic Salmon
Federation’s international agreement that
suspended commercial harvest of our
salmon off Greenland, and ongoing resto-
ration and enhancement.

“This timely and effective action by the
Canadian government will boost morale
and provide meaningful support to com-
munity watershed organizations and vol-
unteers who actually carry out the bulk of
habitat stewardship and restoration,” con-
tinued Mr. Taylor. “ASF and our network
contribute more than $10 million to these
programs annually. And this is cold, hard
cash. The in-kind labour of thousands of
volunteers more than doubles the annual
expenditure.”

Mr. Taylor concluded, “Today is a time for
celebration of new funding and for thank-
ing all those who have worked so hard
and so long toward this very positive an-
nouncement.”

The Atlantic Salmon Federation is an in-
ternational, non-profit organization that
promotes the conservation and wise man-
agement of wild Atlantic salmon and their
environment. ASF has a network of
seven Regional Councils (New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Prince Ed-
ward Island, Quebec, Maine and Western
New England) that have a membership of
more than 150 river associations and
40,000 volunteers.

New Arch

Forest Contractors Lid,

* Harvesting
« Wood lots purchased by stumpage or by lots

RR#5, New Glasgow, NS, B2H 5C8
John Archibald, Owner

Ph: 833-2235 — Cel: 867-0197 — Fax: 833-2106
Email:nwarch@hotmail.com

» Forwarding

Pride in what we do. Pride in the way we do it.
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Tidings & Tales
from the Wetlands
By: Vince Parsons

A Meaningful Existence
Editor’s note:

Peter Archibald is the young-
est son of Lettie and the kate
Donald Archibald, brother of
SMRA honorary director
George Archibald and
brother-inHaw of honorary

. director Doug Hennigar. Pe-
N ter and brother Sandy and
their families settied in New-
foundland . Lettie lives in the
family home in Stilwater.

A new year is upon us and January blanketed our world with its customary
snowfall and chiling temperatures. We settled in for what could be along
winter season and many prepared to enjoy their favorite outdoor activities. All
was well in our wetland kingdom. With February's arrival, we experienced
surprisingly warmer temperatures and an abundance of sunshine. Even
the ground hog stated there will be only six more weeks of winter. Could this
be possible? Wil we actually experience an early spring and the new growth
that accompanies it?

However, early Monday moming, February 7, all dreams and plans ap-
peared to be shattered with a single telephone call. | heard that one of our
volunteers on the Stephenville Crossing Conservation Committee had
passed away at the young age of 45. Life, as | envisioned it, will never be
quite the same.

Peter Archibald was bom in Sherbrooke, Nova Scotia. At an early age he
leamed to appreciate the wonders of nature and the importance of conserva-
tion. Such interests eventually led him to our province where he married and
settled in our fair town. It wasn't long before he quietly started supporting
recreation, school and church activities, and conservation initiatives.

While many are content with non-involvement and apathy, Pete was deter-
mined to make a difference. While some spend a life-ime raping our rivers of
salmon and frout, Pete strongly supported inttiatives that would protect and
preserve these resources.

While some choose not to support our Wetland Park, Pete stood tall and
played a major role in developing the memorial gardens, and was instrumen-
tal in making the 2004 Wetland Project a success. Through a few simple
seeds he brought beauty to an areamost people would condemn.

While some choose toignore an elderly neighbour, Pete mowed her lawn
and freated her as if she were his own mother.

Beyond conservation, Peter was a coach of St. Michae!'s sports teams, an
avid curler, and angler. He loved his cabin and delighted in telling how he out-
fished his buddies on George's Lake. But, above all, Peter Archibald was a
loving husband, father and friend to many.

Therefore, it is with heavy hearts the Stephenville Crossing Con-
servation Committee extends its deepest sympathy to Cindy, Jenni-
fer, Andrew, Victoria, his brother Sandy, and many other family

members.

He dared to make a difference and our community has benefited so much
from Peter’s vision and innate kindness. He was, is, and
will continue to be an inspiration to all who knew him.

Until we meet again. Farewell, my friend.
- Vince Parsons

A.M. (Sandy) Cameron
By: John Cameron

Peace in the Valley

On December 25, 2004 Sandy
Cameron left the St. Mary's
River Valley for the last time,
after a courageous battle with
cancer. The Valley lost a cham-
pion and a frue friend.

Sandy left the Valley he loved
for the 'Eternal Valley'. The
words of Jimmy Davis' inspi-

\ | | rational classic seem appro-
priate:

There will be peace in the valley for me someday,
There will be peace in the valley for me oh Lord, | pray
There'll be no sadness, no sorrow, no trouble | see
There will be peace in the valley for me.

Sandy grew up on the banks of the St. Mary's River. As the Missis-
sippi was the playground for Tom Sawyer and his friends, so was the
St. Mary's for Sandy and his friends. As boys we swam, fished,
trapped, skated and rafted. The river was our friend! It was mystical
and magical.

Sandy loved the River Valley, its people and wildlife. His com-
mitment to conservation is probably best illustrated on the
banks of the Arm Brook, a tributary of the St. Mary's. We were
in our early teens and our Scout Troup had gone on a winter
hiking trip. As we walked along the banks of the brook we star-
tled several deer. As they attempted to get away from the in-
truders, one young deer went crashing through the ice on the
brook. The deer was trapped and losing its battle against the
cold, fast flowing water very rapidly. We were all concerned,
but none more than Sandy. He was determined to rescue the
deer from the icy waters. So, on his belly and linked to the
other Scouts by a human chain Sandy inched his way out on
the ice, got a rope around the animal and successfully pulled
the frightened deer from the clutches of certain death.

I'm reminded of the sage advice passed along by a Jewish fa-
ther to his son: "Abe, if perchance you should ever need a help-
ing hand, remember, you will find it at the end of your arm."
Sandy's 'helping hand' was always there, always involved, al-
ways caring. Whether plucking a deer from the Arm Brook, or a
fellow human being from the icy waters of a turbulent life,
Sandy could be counted on - he was a champion and a friend.

- John Cameron
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Thank You!

River Stabilization Report—Silver’s Pool Project

In 2004 SMRA stabilized the west bank of the West River St.
Mary’s at Silver’'s Pool in Melrose, where a section of the river-
bank from a past stabilization project was repaired. Two hun-
dred feet of riprapping was completed. Our contractor was
George F. MacDonald & Sons who placed 160 loads of large
stone along the riverbank. Project leader was Jack Duffy.

This project could not have been accomplished without financial
assistance from the Shell Environmental Fund.

Smolt Wheel Project

In May and June of 2004 SMRA collected smolt migration data
using smolt wheels at Silver’s Bridge and Glenelg Bridge. This
data is used by DFO to help determine stock status and migra-
tion properties. This project could not have taken place without
the support of the Eric Jefferson and Peter Amiro from the De-
partment of Fisheries and Oceans supported by volunteer mem-
bers of SMRA. Thanks to all who helped out.

GUYSBOROUGH

GuysBOROUGH COUNTY

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
PO Box 49, Guysborough
Nova Scotia, BOH 1NO
Phone: (902) 533-3731 — Guysborough
Phone: (902) 522-2432 — Sherbrooke
Fax: (902) 533-2064

www.gerda.ns.ca

COUNTY

Argiend Dierlapmrny Auibinity

Working with you to strengthen
Guysborough County's economy

s petroleum industry
* tourism

* fisheries/aquaculture
* natural resources

* small business

* youth

Offices in Sherbrooke & Guysborough

For more information about the
Guysborough County Regional Development Authority
please contact us at

Toll free — 1-800-355-3731

Other Funding Partners

In 2004 we were very grateful to receive funding from the follow-
ing:

Human Resources Development Canada
— Summer Career Placement

Municipality of the District of St. Mary’s

Habitat Stewardship Program

NS Conservation Fund

The David & Faye Sobey Foundation

The Elizabeth Wakeman Henderson Charitable Foundation
NS Power Corporation

Shell Environmental Fund

Kimberley-Clark

Exxon Mobile

Without funding, the work of the St. Mary’s River Association
could not be undertaken. To all those who supported us ...a
great big thank you!

cNeva Seotia IGNATURE R ESORTS
Liscombe Lodge

“The Nature Lover’s Resort”
1-800-665-6343 — 1-800-66-LODGE

® 68 units overlooking Liscomb River

®  Enjoy free use of canoes, paddle boats, row boats, mountain
bikes and outdoor recreation areas

®  Featuring over 20 km of coastal and inland hiking and walking
trails as well as trout fishing with free use of our fishing equip-
ment

®  Enjoy tennis court, shuffle board, driving cage and putting
green

®  Fitness center features an indoor pool, two whirlpools, sauna
and exercise room

®  Ask about off season rates available in May & June as well as
packages all year

®  Fifteen minutes from Historic Sherbrooke Village Restoration
and the world famous St. Mary’s River

®  Enjoy bird watching while dining in the riverside dining room,
offering casual dining overlooking the Liscomb River

®  Enjoy world famous planked salmon, cooked outdoors by our
planked salmon pit

Season: May 16 — October 20
Dining room hours: 7:00 am — 9:00 pm daily
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Some anglers | know still don't
trust barbless flies, despite much
publicity about their virtues over
more than a decade. SMRA pro-
motes use of barbless hooks, not
only for catch-and-release fish-
ing, but for all fishing. After all,
you never know when you may
need to shake a salmon parr or a
small trout off the hook.

I've used barbless hooks for a
dozen or so years. First | tried
barbless wet flies and became
comfortable with that. | was reluc-
tant at first to pinch the barbs off
my dry flies due to the possibility
of slack line after setting the
hook, but my fears proved to be
groundless. There is no longer
any question in my mind that bar-
bless hooks give me more hook-
ups. This is because they pene-
trate much easier. If you doubt
me, try comparing the pull

Barbless Hooks

needed to sink a barbed vs. a
barbless hook into a piece of
cardboard.

The barbless hook also slips out
easily and quickly, releasing most
fish unharmed. Those who be-
lieve they will lose more fish on
barbless hooks are probably
right, but if we have more action
and fun due to more hook-ups
that's a small price to pay, par-
ticularly when one considers the
conservation benefits.

| realize that all this has been
preached many times before, but
we still need converts. If you are
still reading
this, thanks,
there’s hope
for you!

- Bill Carpan

David Archibald, son of SMRA President Dale Archibald,
playing a kelt salmon on a barbless fly at Silver’s Pool.

David is a volunteer in a special kelt assessment pro-
gram SMRA conducts to provide adult salmon data to
augment the data collected each fall by seining.

The fall seining is conducted by DFO with assistance
from SMRA volunteers.

Brookfield, NS

Owner/Operator
Robbie Cook

(902) 673-2434
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Membership Dues

St. Mary's River Association

Join other friends of the St. Mary’s River in
helping our Association protect, preserve and
restore this wonderful river and our heritage.

Membership dues are payable April 1°! of
every year. Current fees are:

Junior $5.00
Regular $20.00
Contributing $50.00
Corporate $200.00
Sponsoring:
Gold $500.00
Silver $300.00
Bronze $100.00

Memberships can be renewed by mailing a
cheque to P.O. Box 179 Sherbrooke, NS B0J
3CO0. A charitable receipt will be mailed as
well as a membership card.

New members are most welcome. Member-
ships also make a great gift!

A LlVlng
-~ Memory

of

Open June 1st - October 15th
9:30 am - 5:30 pm Daily
7 Days a Week
Route 7, The Marine Drive
Toll Free: 1-888-743-7845

http://sherbrookevillage.museum.gov.ns.ca
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Wood Turtle Project Returns in 2005

By Mark Pulsifer

T

A St. Mary’s River Wood Turtle

Building on the results of the past two years the Wood Tur-
tle Project Team will be returning with some new faces for
2005. So farit appears that only one of last year’s team will
be returning. The rest have gone on to pursue graduate
studies, or international travel. This year’s project will con-
tinue with many of the same activities as last year. Empha-
sis on community education will continue with school visits
and mentoring programs, and community volunteer days to
name a few. As usual, the team will be looking for wood
turtles as well. One significant change to this year’s pro-
gram will be the expansion of the stewardship program to
include habitat protection. The project team would like to
talk to as many land owners as possible with property on
the St. Mary’s River that is known as good wood

turtle habitat; and then involve these

landowners in protecting this
species at risk by discussing
and hopefully implementing
“turtle friendly” activities that might
be done on their properties to pro-
tect, or improve habitat. We are
looking forward to this season and
having a chance to talk with you
all.

Happy turtling,

a

&

Mark Pulsifer
Wood Turtle Project Leader

Nova Scotia's leaders in environmental hospitality
I )

Antigonish
Conference Centre

Where Anglers
and &c?ﬂgmen
meet in

Enstern  Nova Scotin

So convenient to many rivers and streams

The ideal recreation, business and holiday hotel
Full service conventions — Meeting site
Licensed restaurant — Banquet service
Traditional cuisine and special menus

75 rooms and suites

Fully air conditioned

Featuring environmentally clean rooms

Guest laundry

Indoor pool — Whirlpool — Sauna

Phone/Fax 902-863-1050
Reservations 1-888-863-1050

Church St. Exit 33 TCH 104 — adjacent to Antigonish Mall]
P.O. Box 1720, Antigonish, Nova Scotia, B2G 2M5
www.claymoreinn.com — www.antigenish/lookout

Groan s Holels & Bewory
—— S

Claymore
Inn

- - - - - - - - L] L]

We'll be waiting for you

Home

building centre

Highland Home Building Center

P.O. Box 1240
Brierly Brook Road,
Antigonish, Nova Scotia B2G 2L6

T (902) 863-6242  F (902) 863-4166

HIGHLAND BUILDING

Locally Owned and Operated
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St. Mary's River Association

SMRA Board of Directors
and Executive
2004-2005

SMRA Education & Interpretive Centre
8404 Hwy 7,
PO Box 179 Sherbrooke NS
Canada B0J 3C0
(902) 522-2099
stmarysriver@ns.sympatico.ca

President:

Vice-President:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Past President:

Directors:

Honorary

Directors:

Dale Archibald

Brenda Carpan
Florence Duffy

Bill Carpan

Allan MacDonald
Don Barnes
Aleah Lomas
Mark Pulsifer
Jocelyn Ellis
Bob Kelly
Eddie Weir
John Silver
Went Anderson
Colin Rudolph
Frank Walford
Kyle Strongman

Tim Martin

Hardy Eshbaugh
David Sobey
Eric Baylis
George Archibald
Doug Hennigar

Bob Bancroft

Strachan Donnelley

office -
home -

PO Box 1358 Antigonish NS B2G 2L7

9718 Hwy 7, RR 2 Aspen, NS BOH 1EOQ
RR 2 Aspen, Waternish, NS BOH1EOQ

9718 Hwy 7, RR 2 Aspen, NS BOH 1EO0

364 Abercrombie Rd., N.G, NS B2W 2C6
Sherbrooke, NS B0J 3C0O

60 Third St., Sherbrooke NS B0J 3C0
190 Beech Hill Rd, Antigonish NS

PO Box 16, Sherbrooke NS B0J 3C0O
RR 2 Aspen NS BOH 1E0

RR 2 Aspen NS BOH 1EO0

Sherbrooke NS B0OJ 3C0

PO Box 25, Sherbrooke, NS BO0J 3CO
RR 1 Liscomb NS B0J 2A0

RR 2 Aspen NS BOH 1EO0

Sherbrooke, NS B0J 3CO

NCNS, PO Box 1320, Truro NS B2N 5N2

209 McKee Ave Oxford, Ohio, USA 4J056

294 Linden Ave, New Glasgow, NS B2H 2A7

16 Osborne Ave, Dartmouth, NS B2W 1H8
E11376 Shady Lane Rd. Baraboo, WI USA 53913
10230 Hwy 1, RR 2 Wolfville NS B4P 2R2

Box 111, RR 7 Antigonish NS

109 W. 77th St, Suite 2, New York NY 10024

863-0966
863-3339

522-2840

522-2014

522-2840

752-1974

522-2499

522-2315

863-7523

522-2280

522-2314

522-2767

522-2812

522-2170

779-2152

522-2270

522-2208

895-1523

463-8758

542-9530

386-2501

archibaldfraser@eastlink.ca

river.magic@ns.sympatic.ca
florence.duffy@ns.sympatico.ca

river.magic@ns.sympatic.ca

carol.m@ns.sympatico.ca

don.barnes@ns.sympatico.ca

pulsifmd@gov.ns.ca

jocelynellis@suscom.net

eweir@ns.sympatico.ca

shbcon@auracom.com

walfordf@ns.sympatico.ca

netcomm@ncns.netcomm.ns.ca

eshbauwh@muohio.edu

david.sobey@sobeys.com

george@savincranes.org
doug.hennigar@ns.sympatico.ca
bancroftreed@auracom.com

strachandonnelley@humansandnature.org

St. Mary's River Association, PO Box 179, Sherbrooke, NS, Canada B0J 3CO

Email: stmarysriver@ns.sympatico.ca

Phone: (902) 522-2099

Website: http://www.geocities.com/stmarysriverassociation
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ACKNOWLEDGING our ADVERTISERS

The St. Mary’s River Association would like to thank our
advertisers for their generous support of this newsletter
through advertising and donations for the Spring of 2004
edition.

Please call on them when you require the services they

provide.
6 Color Photocopies
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Rubber Stamps
1/2 page $150.00 Tel./Fax 752-6070  wedding lnvitations
Full page $300.00 Laminating
Inside half back or half front cover $175.00 Tickets
Chisholm Centre, New Glasgow Tags
Serving Pictou County for over 30 Years Reports
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If undelivered return to:

St. Mary’s River Association
PO Box 179

Sherbrooke, NS

Canada BO0OJ 3CO

FRASERASOYT

INSURANCE

winmer: Dot For: ERIC'S REEL SHOP %

ZEBCO SERVICE AND HEPAIR
oy e 16 DSBORNE AVE. .
SHIMANG DARTMOUTH, M.5.
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HARDY PHOME: (902)-463-8758 _Fax: (902) 463-1773
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MAINTENANCE
TO MOST MAKES

ERIC P. BAYLIS.
[ COLEMAN AUTHORIZED WARRANTY CENTRE |

MAIL = POSTE

Canada Post Corporation/Seciété canadienne des postes

Paostage paid Port payé
Publications Poste-

Mail publications
40668021

We beiiave in You.

The Guysborough County Community Business Development
Corporation Limited has a mandate to provide financial and
technical assistance to new and existing businesses within
Guysborough County.
Call 902-533-2770 for more information.




